
Special Education 
Curriculum Cluster (SECC) 

A Cluster of Special Schools in Qld

Â Celebrating 10 Years Operation: 2000 ï2010

Â Curriculum aiming to ñBuild In Not Bolt Onò ï
Inclusive Curriculum? Not Yet! - Getting Closer!

Â Building Teacher Skills and Practice



Setting the Sceneé

Â Department of Education ïñEducation Queenslandò 
(EQ)-Operates 1200 State Schools

Â Queensland Studies Authority (QSA) ïStatutory 
Authority developing curriculum for all schools in 
Qld ïState & Private

Â Pre 2000 - KLA Syllabus Documents consisting of 
Key Learning Outcomes 

Â Special School Principals advocated for Foundation 
Levels which were óbolted onô afterwards



2000 ïSECC Formed

Â New Basics ïRich Assessment Tasks written in 
1999  by EQ ïñFront Endingò Assessment

Â Trialled in 38 schools between 2000-2003

Â 3 Special Schools in trial

Â Principal - Maryborough Special School ïBryan 
Hughes ïinitiated first meeting of SECC & became  
Cluster Chair

Â Aim - to share trial schoolsô knowledge of New 
Basics with other special schools & to build 
collaboration & synergy.

Â 20+ Special Schools joined and SEUs



New Basics ïRich Tasks

Â Focus on learning for the 21st Century

Â 4 New Basics Organisers: 
1. Life Pathways & Social Futures

2. Multi-literacies & Communication Media

3. Active Citizenship 

4. Environments & Technologies

Â Rich Tasks ïsuites of integrated assessment 
tasks completed at 3 junctures ïYear 3, Year 6 & 
Year 9 (e.g. Improving Wellbeing in the 
Community + Grading Master)


